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Rio Tinto Aluminium owns

and operates Tasmania’s

only aluminium smelter at

Bell Bay, approximately 45
minutes north of Launceston.
The smelter was the first

built in the southern hemisphere,
commencing operations in 1955. Today, the smelter produces
approximately 175,000 tonnes of primary metal for domestic and
export markets and directly employs 550 men and women. In
addition to its own workforce, the smelter is also responsible for
the employment of an additional 1800 Tasmanians. The Bell Bay
aluminium smelter has a long history of supporting Tasmania and
its communities. Initiatives include community grants, partnerships
and a community assistance program.
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An Initiative of Rio Tinto Aluminium and
The Department of Education Tasmania

Rio Tinto Aluminium

and the Tasmanian
Education Department
entered into a partnership
agreement in 2004. Under

the partnership, Rio Tinto Aluminium

is contributing $200,000 and other in-kind support over three
years to achieve agreed goals and objectives. These include the
creation and implementation of authentic learning opportunities,
improvement in school retention rates and the promotion of student
health and well-being. The Dance ETC performance is an example
of one of the partnership deliverables, with 550 students working
with Tasdance in a series of dance workshops throughout term
three, culminating in today’s performance.

Tasdance, with Annie Greig as the Artistic
Director, is dedicated to educating and
involving young people in contemporary
dance, and works to create passion
for and engagement with the arts
practice. In Dance ETC, Tasdance
has combined skill development
and participation to assist in making
contemporary dance accessible
for all the students involved in this
ambitious project.

Tasdance, Tasmania’s premier full

time professional company, has
forged a reputation as a dynamic
Australian company with exciting
artistic programs that develop audiences,
dancers and choreographers. Now in its 26th

year, the Launceston based ensemble annually tours

its work to audiences throughout Tasmania, regional and capital cities
interstate and more recently to international festivals.

The Tasdance nomination for Outstanding Achievement by a Company at

both the 2005 and 2006 Australian Dance Awards is testimony to how the
company is regarded within the industry nationally.
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tasdance

Assistant Teachers:  Trisha Dunn & Malcolm McMillan

Production staff: Darren Willmott and Theresa O’Connor

Tasdance staff: Artistic Director — Annie Greig
Administrative Manager - Caroline Florance
Administrative Assistant - Joseph Pickett
Bookkeeper — Maria Unwin

Tasdance is assisted through Arts Tasmania by the Minister for Tourism, Arts
and the Environment and by the Australian Government through the Australia
Council, its arts funding and advisory body.
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Emma Porteus

Emma is an independent performer and
choreographer and teacher. Emma began her
contemporary dance career in 2001 with Stompin.
After completing her degree in Contemporary
Dance at Deakin, graduating with distinction, she
undertook and completed her Honours research into the
collaborative process.

In 2004 Emma created and performed in the Melbourne Fringe Festival show
Lamplight verses the Moon, which was selected to be part of the Graduate
Showcase at Dancehouse. Emma has co-choreographed Tasdance’s
education projects for the past three years with Microscope, Dry as a Bone and
White Light. In 2006 Emma choreographed for Stompin as part of the Outback
Fringe Festival in Roxby Downs. Later that year she co-choreographed and
performed in sections of Tasdance’s llluminations3 performed in Launceston’s
Cataract Gorge.

Jay Watson

2007 culminates in a ten year anniversary for local
teacher, dancer and choreographer Jay Watson and his
time with Tasdance. In 1998 he created the first annual
education project Fish finger, and has continued to
work with Tasdance in various capacities.

Jay has been involved in 12 seasons, including three
educational projects, various festivals throughout
the state and professional performances both locally
and nationally. During this time Jay has worked with

several leading Australian choreographers such as Graeme
Murphy, Paul Mercurio and Chrissie Parrott. He has also choreographed Story
Lines, Passion fruit and the Poetry and Dance Festival and most recently for
the Amalgamation Arts Festival.

2004 saw Jay venture into the Department of Education where he had positions
in several schools — 2004 dance and drama teacher at Kings Meadows High
School; 2005 special aid and dance teacher at West Launceston Primary
School; and dance and drama teacher for Scotch Oakburn College. Jay
currently runs six classes at the Tasdance School of Performing Arts.





